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Living and Giving in Christ; Unity through Diocesan Ministries begins May 5, 2019.  
This annual appeal to members of the Diocese of Cheyenne is vital to the continuation 
of the pastoral and ministerial works that help the people of God in Wyoming grow 
and strengthen their faith.  In this article, Deacon Doug Vlchek tells us how stewardship 
transcends fundraising, calling us to be disciples of Christ.

A “Theology” for Stewardship?
By: Deacon Doug Vlchek

So many Catholics today believe that 
“stewardship” is just another word for 
“fundraising”.   I propose that stewardship 
is actually a fundamental component 
of Christian discipleship. Nonetheless, 
a small percentage of Catholics would 
mention stewardship as an essential 
means by which they “live out” their 
faith. However, if we dig a bit into its true 
meaning, we’ll discover that there is a deep 
theological foundation for stewardship 
going all the way back to the Garden of 
Eden, exemplified by four “Truths.”
The First Truth:  Everything 
was created by God.

The Creation of Man by Michelangelo
Every Sunday we proclaim: “I believe 

in one God, the Father almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all things visible 
and invisible” when we recite the Nicene 
Creed.

Genesis 1:1 says: “In the beginning 
God created the Heavens and the earth.” 

Nehemiah 9:6 states: “You are the Lord, 
you alone; you made the heavens…and 
the earth and all that is upon it.”  In the 4th 
Century St. Athanasius wrote: “God made 
the universe and everything in it”, and 
St. Augustine wrote, simply: “God made 
everything.”
The Second Truth: Everything 
belongs to God.

Tetons by Matthew Potter
Logic shows that if God created 

everything, then everything belongs 
to Him.  However, some people find it 
difficult to agree with that.  They say, “I’ve 
worked hard for what I have. These are 
MY possessions, not God’s!”

But that view is refuted by St. Gregory 
of Nazianzen, who wrote: “Recognize to 
whom you owe the fact that you exist, that 
you breathe, that you understand, that you 
are wise.  Who has blessed you with the 
rain, with food…with houses?  Where did 
you get all this, and from whom?”  It all 
came from God.

Deuteronomy 10:13 clearly tells us: “The 
Heavens, indeed the highest Heavens 
belong to the Lord, your God, as does the 
earth and everything in it:” Hebrews 2:10 
says: “Everything belongs to God, and all 
things were created by His power.”

More recently, St. Pope John Paul II 
wrote in his 1992 apostolic letter, Dies 

See Living & Giving, 4



Page 2 March 2019WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER

We thank you, O Lord,
For in your loving wisdom

You created one human family
With a diversity

That enriches our communities.
We pray to you, O Lord,
That we always recognize

each member of this human family
As being made in your image and beloved by you,

With worth and dignity.
We pray to you, O Lord,

That we may envision a way forward
To heal the racial divisions

That deny human dignity and
the bonds between all human beings.

We pray to you, O Lord
That we may affirm each person’s dignity

Through fair access for all
To economic opportunity, housing,

Education, and employment.
We pray to you, O Lord,

That we may have eyes to see
What is possible when we reach out

Beyond fear, beyond anger,
To hold the hand of our sisters, our brothers.

We thank you, O Lord,
For your call and challenge to us

That we may reveal your teachings and your love
Through our actions to end racism

And to proclaim that we are all your children,
heirs to your sacred creation.

Prayer to Heal Racial Division

Renewing the Mission
By Bishop Steven Biegler

We are a Church with a mission.  
Each gospel ends with a mission 
statement for Jesus’ disciples.  I like 
the one in Mark because it is succinct 
yet far reaching, “Go into the whole 
world and proclaim the gospel to 
every creature” (Mk. 16:15).  Our 
goal is not merely to maintain 
church buildings or institutions, but 
to proclaim the Gospel to the world.  
How well are we doing that in our 
parishes and other ministries?  The 
Diocese of Cheyenne and its parishes 
do not exist for self-preservation, 
but for evangelization.  Parishes are 
meant to be ‘mission centers.’

I see some parishes with this 
kind of spirit, while others seem to 
be just barely staying afloat.   It is 
not necessarily a matter of being a 
large parish with lots of resources.  
Sometimes small parishes have a 
beautiful sense of hospitality and 
mission.  Every now and then, we 
need to step back and assess what is 
happening in our parishes and ask 
whether they are ‘mission centers.’  
Are there changes that should be 
made so that parishes and small 

missions might be strengthened in 
passing on the faith?

Several parishes have experienced 
a huge increase in Latino/Hispanic 
Catholics.  From 2000 to 2016, the 
Hispanic population in the state 
of Wyoming increased by 80% 
and is expected to keep growing.  
Currently, there are an estimated 
29,000 Catholic Latinos.  We are 
struggling to serve them well. What 
unique needs do they have?  What 
resources are necessary to meet 
those needs?

Meanwhile, the Diocese of 
Cheyenne will have fewer priests 
in the near future.  By 2026, ten 
diocesan priests will retire, and 
seven mission priests will depart 
(i.e., priests from other countries 
or religious orders).  Thus, over 
the next seven years 17 priests will 
leave active ministry, but only two 
or three men will be ordained.  Even 
though some of the shortfall will 
be covered by the arrival of other 
mission priests, we will need to 
adjust to fewer clergy.

Since my arrival in Wyoming, 
I have become aware that the 
Catholic schools need support.  

Some of them are experiencing 
substantial challenges and cannot 
continue much longer without a 
new direction.  However, the first 
step is to get a clearer understanding 
of their situation – enrollment, 
finances, staff salaries, etc.

Also, in a conversation with 
the board members of Catholic 
Charities, they realize that it is time 
to renew their mission.  For many 
years, they have helped couples 
with adoption and have provided 
counseling services.  However, social 
needs are constantly changing.  What 
are the most pressing social needs of 
the people in Wyoming today, and 
how might the Church address them 
through Catholic Charities or other 
means?

These are some of the areas of 
Church life which would benefit from 
a renewed vision.  With that in mind, 
we have contracted with a firm called 
PartnersEdge.  This group will work 
with us for pastoral planning for the 
diocese, parishes, Catholic Charities 
and schools including St. Joseph 
Children’s Home.  PartnersEdge is 
an innovative consultancy providing 
services to the Catholic Church for 
excellence in planning, leadership, 
management, and mission delivery.

What will they do?  First, they 
will help us understand the current 
reality of the Diocese or “What Is” 
across all parishes, Catholic schools, 
diocesan ministries, as well as 
demographics, sacramental load 
analysis, etc.  Recently, parishes 
and schools provided information 
which the chancery staff compiled 
and sent to PartnersEdge including 
the number of families, youth and 
adults in faith formation, financial 
information, sacraments, etc.

Subsequently, PartnersEdge will 
work with us to formulate a pastoral 
vision for the diocese and the 

entities listed above.  It will include 
planning sessions for the schools 
and the board members of Catholic 
Charities.  Also, this process will 
assist us in developing a vision 
for growing lay leadership and 
strengthening Hispanic Ministry. 
Formulating a strategic plan will 
involve the clergy, chancery staff, 
and the leadership of the various 
institutions.

The process has begun with the 
collection of data.  In March, we will 
meet with the leaders of the schools 
to review the school data and begin 
to develop the draft for a Catholic 
School Strategic Plan with key 
strategies, initiatives, investments, 
staffing, and budgeting for each 
school.  The clergy will meet May 7-8 
to review the parish data and begin 
working on a Diocesan Pastoral 
Strategic Plan.

The process described above 
will provide helpful information, 
and PartnersEdge will offer skills 
in strategic planning.  However, 
planning without prayer is merely a 
human exercise.  Prayer will enlarge 
our dreams to fit God’s dream for the 
church.  Please pray for the Diocese 
of Cheyenne and all those involved 
in this process.  Prayer is the most 
important means for Renewing the 
Mission.
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Shalom Fund Established
By Matthew Potter, Executive Director 
of the Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation

The Shalom Fund has recently been 
established in the Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation.  The Shalom 
Fund is a direct response by Bishop 
Steven Biegler in solidarity with the 
victims of sexual abuse.

Shalom is the Hebrew word for peace, 
but it is much more than that.  A more 
complete rendering is that it means all 
is well in mind, body, and spirit.  The 
Shalom Fund will serve toward the 
healing of those whose lives have been 
shattered by the scandal of sexual abuse.

The Shalom Fund will be used to offset 
some of the costs involved with therapy 
treatments for those victims.  There are 
two important considerations with this 
fund:
•	 The money is available to all victims 

of sexual abuse, not just those abused 

by members of the Catholic clergy.
•	 The Shalom Fund is not an 

endowment, meaning funds 
contributed will be used for 
current needs, rather than 
building up a large balance and 
spending the interest earned.

The Fund will be administered by 
the Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation.  A committee will be 
formed to oversee the requests for 
assistance.  The committee will then 
request the funds from the Foundation 
when there is a need for them.

If you would like to make a 
contribution to this healing ministry, 
go to www.dioceseofcheyenne.org and 
click on the “Shalom Fund” button, 
then choose “Shalom Fund” from the 
drop-down menu.  Or send a check 
made out to the Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation, PO Box 227, 
Cheyenne, WY 82003.

April is National Child Abuse Awareness Month
By: Patti Loehrer, Chancellor

 “Only those who serve with 
love are able to protect.” Pope 
Francis’ words offer a hope-filled 
and inspirational message for each 
of us. Seeing the image of God in 
every person, young or old, and 
serving them in concrete ways 
helps us to protect and maintain 
environments that are safe for all. 
We continue to honor the dignity 
of one another above ourselves. 
As a faith community, within the 
Diocese of Cheyenne, we have 
been commissioned with this great 
responsibility to continually ‘serve 
with love.’

April is National Child Abuse 
Awareness Month. This is a time 
of year we place extra focus on 
the prevention, education and 
awareness of child abuse.  As 
members of God’s family, we are 
all responsible for creating safe 
environments for our children and 
youth. They are precious, and as 
protectors of these most vulnerable 
we must better understand and 
become aware of the injustice of 
abuses in our society. Awareness 
is the first step in identifying and 
promoting safe environments. As 

members of this faith community, 
we are obligated and responsible to 
love and protect the least among us, 
our children and youth.

Pope Francis said, “Be protectors 
of God’s gifts!” What greater gifts 
have we been given than our 
children? We should do everything 
in our power to protect their worth. 
The Gospel of Christ invites us to 
cherish and affirm each child as a 
gift from God with an inherent right 
to dignity, life and bodily integrity 
which shall be respected, nurtured 
and protected by all. Everyone in 
the Church has an obligation to 
ensure that the fundamental rights 
of children are respected.

We are all children of God; we 
share a common humanity based 
on the foundation that every person 
is made in the image and likeness 
of God. We, therefore, recognize 
that abuse of any kind is harmful to 
human dignity.  How then, can we, as 
individuals, families and within the 
greater faith community continue to 
promote safe environments? While 
placing extra focus on child abuse 
awareness in the month of April, 
the diocese makes it a priority 
throughout the year to promote 

safe environments for children and 
youth, each and every day.

The Diocese of Cheyenne has a 
comprehensive safe environment 
program that exists for both 
children and adults as a proactive 
measure to bring awareness to 
our surroundings and ensure all 
children and youth are protected 
and nurtured by appropriate means.

For Children: All children 
in grades K-12 in Catholic 
schools and religious 
education programs are 
required to receive safe 
environment education. 
This is NOT sex education. 
Because of the value and 
dignity of human life, it is 
important that children are 
taught about personal safety, 
awareness and boundaries. 
Each year over 4,000 children 
receive safe environment edu-
cation.

For Adults: The following 
requirements must be met 
prior to employment or 
volunteer service for those 

who interact with minors and/
or vulnerable adults:

• Safe environment education 
• State and national back-
ground checks, repeated at 
least every five years 
• Acknowledge that they have 
received and read:

	Norms for Responding to 
Reports of Sexual Abuse 
of Minors and Vulner-
able Adults

	Instructions Concerning 
Interactions with Minors 
and Vulnerable Adults

In addition, the diocese provides 
all parishes and schools with 
information needed to create 
and maintain safe environments. 
This information can be located 
on the diocesan website at  
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org.

As we remember the words of 
Pope Francis, “Only those who 
serve with love are able to protect,” 
we love, respect and nurture all of 
those entrusted to our safekeeping.
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D o m i n i : 
“Everything 
belongs to 

God; the universe and history belong to God; and 
without a constant awareness of that truth, man cannot 
serve in the world…”
Third Truth:  God gave it all to us to take 
care of on His behalf.

The Garden of Eden by Lucas Cranach der Ältere
Stewardship means taking care of something of 

value that actually belongs to someone else.  “The Lord 
God then took the man and woman and settled him 
them in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for 
it.” (Genesis 2:15)

In Eucharistic Prayer IV: “Father…you formed man 
in your own image and entrusted the whole world to 
his care.”

Additionally, from Pope Benedict XVI, in 
his Message for Lent in 2008, “According to the 
teaching of the Gospel, we are not owners but rather 
administrators of the goods we possess; these, then, are 

not to be considered as our exclusive possession, but 
means through which the Lord calls each of us to act as 
a steward of His providence for our neighbor.”
Fourth Truth:  Discipleship demands 
Stewardship; and, Jesus is the teacher 
and the model.

Christ Pantocrator, St. Catherine’s Monsatery
St. Gregory of Nyssa said, “If we are not to lie when 

we call ourselves ‘Christians,’ we must bear witness to it 
by our way of living.”  To be true followers of Christ we 
must do our best to imitate Jesus in our thoughts, our 
words, and our actions.

While many Gospel passages tell us how Jesus 
expects us to be stewards of all that God has given us, 
The Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:31-
46) is most direct, “Amen I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for 
me.”

St. Thomas Aquinas wrote: “Man should not 
consider his material possession his own, but as 
common to all, so as to share them without hesitation 
when others are in need.” St. Augustine: “Find out how 
much God has given you and from it take what you 
need; the remainder is needed by others.”

Finally, from the 2nd Vatican Council we read: “In 
virtue of our Catholicity each individual contributes 
through their special gifts to the good of others and 
of the whole Church. Through the common sharing 
of gifts…the whole and each of the parts receive 
increase.” Lumen Gentium (Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church)

My friends, let us each do our best to share all of the 
gifts God has given us!

Deacon Dr. Douglas Vlchek is a deacon of the Diocese of 
Cheyenne currently serving at Our Lady of the Mountains 
Church in Jackson, Wyoming.  Deacon Doug was awarded 
a Doctor of Theology for his dissertation entitled, “A 
Theology for Stewardship for the Catholic Church in the 
United States” at the University of Oxford, England in 
2015.  He is currently working on a book on this topic 
which he hopes to publish this year.  He will celebrate the 
20th anniversary of his ordination on June 12 of this year.

Living & Giving from 1

Gather us in…. 

 
   

Secular Franciscan Order 
There are fraternities in Wyoming. 

Come… join us ! 
More information? 

 

www.secularFranciscansUSA.org 
 

Francis1003Saint@gmail.com 
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Why Life Must Be an Inalienable Right
By: Deacon Mike Leman

My dad started teaching me 
hunter safety at our ranch outside 
of Douglas when I was 8 years old. 
One of the most important lessons 
was this: “Never pull the trigger 
unless you’re ready to accept the 
consequences.” Of course, this 
means you must understand what 
the consequences will be. If there is 
the slightest doubt, you never shoot.

I’ve been thinking about that lesson 
as I have listened to testimony on 
two life-related bills at the Wyoming 
Legislature, HB145 Death Penalty 
Repeal and HB140 Abortion- 48 
Hour Waiting Period. The debates 
have reminded me that ideas have 
consequences too.

Regarding HB145, former inmate 
Randy Steidl testified how he spent 
12 years on death row in Illinois 
before a law enforcement official 
decided to reopen his case. That 
investigator discovered that Randy’s 
case had been mishandled and 
eventually found evidence that 
exonerated him. Randy shared how 
his father died while he was in prison. 

His mom bought a plot for his grave 
when he was down to his last appeal. 
Were it not for that investigator and 
a lengthy appeal process, the state 
of Illinois would have unknowingly 
executed an innocent man.

Wyoming is not Illinois, but as 
long as humans are involved in any 
process, we can be sure that mistakes 
will happen.

Regarding HB140, the best of 
the testimony opposing a waiting 
period has focused on the plight of 
poor women who find themselves 
facing uncertainty without support. 
We know that many women choose 
abortion because they feel they 
have no other choice. Both sides of 
the debate can work to find ways to 
ensure that all women are given the 
support they need.

A lesser argument claims that a 
woman who makes an appointment 
with an abortion provider has 
already made her decision and that 
she doesn’t need time to think about 
it.

Current Wyoming law requires 
an abortion provider to inform a 
woman that she has the right to 

see an ultrasound of her fetus, and 
listen to its heartbeat, if audible. If 
she decides an ultrasound will help 
inform her decision, she may see 
something that one side of the debate 
avoids mentioning. Without any note 
of developmental stage, opposing 
legislators, lobbyists, doctors and 
journalists have described the 
human fetus as “just tissue.” They 
have compared the image she will 
see to “an appendix,” and a “bad 
knee” needing replacement. They 
have compared the procedure itself 
to a “vasectomy.”

If these were reasonable comparisons, 
we might agree that an informed 
person would not need time to think 
after seeing the image. But these 
comparisons aren’t about science, 
they’re about ideology.

Describing other humans using 
subhuman terms is not a new 
phenomenon. But, throughout 
history, whenever it has been done 
it is for one purpose; to attempt 
to justify the injustices being 
perpetrated against that particular 
group.

The ultrasound mom sees is not an 

image of a fetus downloaded from 
the internet. It’s her fetus. It’s not the 
abstract idea of abortion. This could 
be her abortion.

Laws enshrine the truest values 
of a given society. We will continue 
to teach our children that the 
intentional destruction of other 
humans is unacceptable and that 
it is important to learn to see the 
inherent worth of every individual. 
But as long as our laws hold 
that the right to life is not really 
inalienable, our words will be 
hollow. A violent society is the fruit 
of our inconsistency. If we continue 
to enshrine violence in our laws, 
violence will be the consequence, 
whether we are ready to accept it or 
not.

Right to Life of Laramie County
By: Randy Rhodes, President, Right to Life 
of Laramie County

On January 19, Right to Life of 
Laramie County started with a 
program at 11:00 AM at the UP 
Depot in Cheyenne featuring essay 
contest winners and former state 
legislator, Marti Halveron. The 
March for Life kicked off at noon 

and went to the Supreme Court 
building, where speakers talked 
about the bills going forward in the 
legislature. The 48-hour bill states a 
woman must wait 48 hours before 
having an abortion after seeing her 
doctor. The death penalty repeal bill 
would eliminate the death penalty in 
Wyoming. The double homicide bill 

would make it a double crime if you 
kill a pregnant mom and her unborn 
child. Everyone was asked to get 
involved and either attend the state 
legislative sessions or email their 
state legislators in support of these 
bills.

The banquet Saturday night was a 
great night of education and laughter. 

Brad Stine, our featured speaker, named 
‘God’s comic’ by the New Yorker, lit up 
the room with excitement and had 
everyone laughing. Brad ended with a 
strong plea to raise money to support 
the pro-life cause and help Right to Life 
of Laramie County. It was a great day 
with several hundred people marching 
for life and supporting the banquet.

The 2019 March for Life in CheyenneDeacon Mike Leman speaks to supporters in front of the Wyoming State 
Supreme Court building
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Struggling for Sustenance
By: Ron Rolheiser, OMI

We all struggle to not give in to 
coldness and hatred. This was even a 
struggle for Jesus. Like the rest of us he 
had to struggle, mightily at times, to 
remain warm and loving.

It’s interesting to trace this out in the 
Gospel of Luke. This is the gospel of 
prayer. Luke shows Jesus praying more 
than all the other gospels combined.  
Moreover, in Luke’s gospel, Jesus’ 
disciples were intrigued by his prayer. 
They sensed something extraordinary 
about Jesus, not because he could walk 
on water and do miracles, but because, 
unlike the rest of us, he could in fact 
turn the cheek. He was strong enough 
not to give into coldness in the face of 
hatred, so strong that it threatened his 
very life. In every situation, no matter 
how bitter, he could be understanding 
and forgiving and never doubt that 
love and grace are what’s most real.

His disciples sensed that he drew 
this strength from a hidden source, 
some deep well of sustenance which he 
called his Father and which he accessed 
through prayer. For this reason, in 
Luke’s gospel, the disciples ask Jesus to 
teach them how to pray.  They too want 
draw sustenance from this source.

But we see too in Luke’s gospel that 
this doesn’t always come without 
struggle. Sometimes things seem 
easy for Jesus; he meets love and 
understanding, and his ministry is 
joyous and easy. But when things begin 
to collapse, when the forces of hatred 
begin to encircle him, when majority 

of his followers abandon and betray 
him, and when his own death becomes 
imminent, then like the rest of us, fear 
and paranoia threaten to overwhelm 
him. This is in fact the essence of his 
struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
his so-called agonia.

Simply put, it’s easy enough to be 
understanding, loving, and forgiving 
when you are bathed in them. It’s 
quite another thing when your very 
adherence to them is making you the 
object of misunderstanding, hatred, 
and murder. And so, in Gethsemane, 
we see Jesus prostrate, humanly 
devastated, on the ground, struggling 
mightily to cling to a cord of sustenance 
that had always sustained him in trust, 
love, and forgiveness and had kept 
paranoia, hatred, and despair at bay.  
And the answer doesn’t come easy for 
him. He has to pray repeatedly and, in 
Luke’s words, “sweat blood” before he 
can regain his balance and root himself 
again in that grace that sustained him 
throughout his ministry. Love and 
forgiveness are not easy. Not giving 
into to anger, bitterness, self-pity, 
hatred, and the desire for vengeance 
didn’t come easy for Jesus either.

And that’s our ultimate moral 
struggle: to not give into to our natural 
reaction whenever we are not respected, 
slighted, ignored, misunderstood, 
hated, or in small or large ways 
victimized. In the face of these, 
paranoia automatically takes over and 
most everything inside us conspires to 
create an obsessive pressure towards 
giving back in kind, slight for slight, 

disrespect for disrespect, ugliness for 
ugliness, hatred for hatred, violence for 
violence.

But there’s another possibility:  Like 
Jesus, who himself had to struggle 
mightily to not give in to coldness 
and hatred, we too can draw strength 
through the same umbilical cord that 
nurtured him. His Father, God’s grace 
and strength, can nurture us too.

In his famous movie, The Passion 
of the Christ, Mel Gibson focuses on 
the physical suffering Jesus had to 
endure during his passion and death. 
Partly this has some merit since Jesus’ 
sufferings were in fact pretty horrific. 
But mostly it misses the point, as we see 
from the gospels. They make it a point 
to minimize any focus on the physical 
sufferings of Jesus. For the gospels, 
Jesus’ passion is not a physical drama 
but a moral one, indeed the ultimate 
moral drama. The real struggle for Jesus 
as he sweated blood in Gethsemane was 
not whether he would allow himself to 
die or invoke divine power and escape. 
The question was only about how he 
was going to die: In bitterness or love?  
In hatred or forgiveness?

That’s also our ultimate moral 
struggle, one which won’t just confront 
us at the moment of death but one 
which confronts us daily, hourly. In 
every situation in our lives, small or 
large, where we are unfairly ignored, 
slighted, insulted, hated, or victimized 
in any way, we face a choice of how to 
respond: Bitterness or understanding? 
Hatred or love?  Vengeance or 
forgiveness?

And, like Jesus struggling in 
Gethsemane, we will have to struggle 
to continue to cling onto something 
beyond our natural instincts, beyond 
common sense, beyond our cultural 
dictates. Doing what comes naturally 
will not serve us well. Something 
beyond our DNA needs to be accessed.

The first word out of Jesus’ mouth 
in the Synoptic gospels is the word 
metanoia. Among its other meanings, 
it’s the opposite of paranoia. It means 
to trust even in the face of distrust. 
Paranoia is natural to us, metanoia 
isn’t; it requires struggling to draw 
sustenance from a deeper source.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher, and award-
winning author, is President of the 
Oblate School of Theology in San 
Antonio, TX. He can be contacted 
through his website  www.ronrolheiser.
com. 
Now on Facebook www.facebook.
com/ronrolheiser

Pureness of Heart
By: Father James Schumacher, Pastor, 
Holy Rosary Church in Lander

One day recently, a family came 
with their children for Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Rosary 
Parish (most Fridays 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.)  
The  four-year-old escaped from his 
parents and ran toward the Altar. One 
never knows what a four-year-old will 
do, but what this boy did sent holy 
shivers down my spine. He ran to the 
foot of the Altar, and then just knelt 
and stared . . . and stared . . . and stared.  
I believe that he was truly adoring the 
Eucharistic Lord, the same Lord who 
said, “Let the children come to Me, 
and do not prevent them, for to such 
belongs the Kingdom of Heaven.”

“From the mouth of infants and 
nursing babes, you have perfected 
praise!”

Merger of St. Philip (Basin) into Sacred Heart (Greybull)
By: Most Reverend Steven Biegler, DD, STL, Bishop of 
Cheyenne

St. Philip Parish in Basin, Wyoming, was established 
on September 21, 1901.  The community of Basin is eight 
miles from Greybull, and people in both communities 
attended Mass in both locations.  For a variety of reasons, 
Mass has not been celebrated at St. Philip for over six 
years.

In 2015-2016, Bishop Paul D. Etienne began the 
process to merge St. Philip into Sacred Heart in Greybull, 
but he was transferred to the Archdiocese of Anchorage 
before the process was completed.

On September 19, 2017, I brought the matter before 
the Presbyteral Council.  The Council recommended an 
investigation be done on the merging of the parishes and 
that a meeting be held with the parishioners to allow them 
an opportunity to express their concerns.  A meeting 
was held in Greybull at Sacred Heart Parish on October 

Sister Rita Rae Burger, OP
Press Release from Sinsinawa 
Dominican community

Sister Rita Rae Burger, OP, died 
Dec. 24, 2018. Her religious name 
was Sister Raffaello. The funeral 
Mass was held at the Dominican 
motherhouse in Sinsinawa, 
Wisconsin, Dec. 31, 2018, followed 
by burial in the Motherhouse 
Cemetery.

  Sister Rita Rae made her first 
religious profession as a Sinsinawa 
Dominican Aug. 5, 1956, and 
her perpetual profession Aug. 5, 
1959. She taught for 38 years and 
served in the library/media center 
for four years, the transportation 
department for one year, and as 
support staff for six years. Sister Rita 
Rae served in Illinois, Montana, 
Wyoming, California, Minnesota, 

Washington and Wisconsin. In the 
Diocese of Cheyenne, Sister Rita 
Rae taught at St. Mary’s Catholic 
School in Cheyenne, 1962-1965 
and 1970-1973.
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Merger of St. Philip (Basin) into Sacred Heart (Greybull)
By: Most Reverend Steven Biegler, DD, STL, Bishop of 
Cheyenne

St. Philip Parish in Basin, Wyoming, was established 
on September 21, 1901.  The community of Basin is eight 
miles from Greybull, and people in both communities 
attended Mass in both locations.  For a variety of reasons, 
Mass has not been celebrated at St. Philip for over six 
years.

In 2015-2016, Bishop Paul D. Etienne began the 
process to merge St. Philip into Sacred Heart in Greybull, 
but he was transferred to the Archdiocese of Anchorage 
before the process was completed.

On September 19, 2017, I brought the matter before 
the Presbyteral Council.  The Council recommended an 
investigation be done on the merging of the parishes and 
that a meeting be held with the parishioners to allow them 
an opportunity to express their concerns.  A meeting 
was held in Greybull at Sacred Heart Parish on October 

26, 2017.  The people were in agreement that the parish 
should be merged.  On October 31, 2017, the Presbyteral 
Council met and unanimously recommended to me that 
St. Philip Parish should be merged with Sacred Heart 
Parish.  With the assurance that the spiritual needs of the 
members of St. Philip Parish were already being met by 
Sacred Heart Parish, I decreed on November 1, 2017, that 
St. Philip Parish be merged with Sacred Heart Parish.

The process, which required civil articles of merger 
through the Wyoming Secretary of State Office, was 
completed on September 13, 2018.  Father Hugo Blotsky, 
OSB sent a letter to the parishioners on November 25, 
2018, notifying them of the completion of the merger.  
Father Blotsky stated, “The merger of these two faith 
communities was a wonderful testimony of how unity 
can be achieved when there is mutual respect and a spirit 
of cooperation between church leaders and parishioners.”

I am grateful to the parishioners of St. Philip and Sacred 
Heart for their willingness to come together as one parish.

St. Philip, Basin Photo courtesy of Pat Holscher Sacred Heart, Greybull Photo courtesy of Pat Holscher
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10 Things to Remember for Lent
By: Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, former Bishop of Cheyenne
1. Remember the formula.  The Church does a good job capturing certain 

truths with easy-to-remember lists and formulas: 10 Commandments, 7 
sacraments, 3 persons in the Trinity. For Lent, the Church gives us almost 
a slogan—Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving—as the three things we need to 
work on during the season.

2. It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act of prayer spread out over 40 
days. As we pray, we go on a journey, one that hopefully brings us closer to 
Christ and leaves us changed by the encounter with him.

3. It’s a time to fast.  With the fasts of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, 
meatless Fridays, and our personal disciplines interspersed, Lent is the only 
time many Catholics these days actually fast. And maybe that’s why it gets 
all the attention. “What are you giving up for Lent? Hotdogs? Beer? Jelly 
beans?” It’s almost a game for some of us, but fasting is actually a form of 
penance, which helps us turn away from sin and toward Christ.

4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of Lent are also a good, set time 
to work on personal discipline in general. Instead of giving something up, it 
can be doing something positive. “I’m going to exercise more. I’m going to 
pray more. I’m going to be nicer to my family, friends and coworkers.”

5. It’s about dying to yourself. The more serious side of Lenten discipline is 
that it’s about more than self-control – it’s about finding aspects of yourself 
that are less than Christ-like and letting them die. The suffering and death of 
Christ are foremost on our minds during Lent, and we join in these mysteries 
by suffering, dying with Christ and being resurrected in a purified form.

6. Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some ambitious period of 
personal reinvention, but it’s best to keep it simple and focused. There’s a 
reason the Church works on these mysteries year after year. We spend our 
entire lives growing closer to God. Don’t try to cram it all in one Lent. That’s 
a recipe for failure.

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course, even when we set simple goals 
for ourselves during Lent, we still have trouble keeping them. When we fast, 
we realize we’re all just one meal away from hunger. In both cases, Lent 
shows us our weakness. This can be painful, but recognizing how helpless 
we are makes us seek God’s help with renewed urgency and sincerity.

8. Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted with our own weakness 
during Lent, the temptation is to get angry and frustrated. “What a bad 
person I am!” But that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling us to be patient and 
to see ourselves as he does, with unconditional love.

9. Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness and suffering during Lent, 
we should be renewed in our compassion for those who are hungry, suffering 
or otherwise in need. The third part of the Lenten formula is almsgiving. 
It’s about more than throwing a few extra dollars in the collection plate; it’s 
about reaching out to others and helping them without question as a way of 
sharing the experience of God’s unconditional love.

10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the midst of our suffering 
and self-denial brings us closer to loving like Christ, who suffered and 
poured himself out unconditionally on cross for all of us. Lent is a journey 
through the desert to the foot of the cross on Good Friday, as we seek him 
out, ask his help, join in his suffering, and learn to love like him.

Courtesy USCCB, http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/journey-to-the-foot-of-the-cross-10-things-to-remember-for-lent.cfm

Lenten Regulations
1. By the law of God and the 

custom of the Church, all 
Christians are required to do 
penance.

2. The season of Lent retains its 
penitential character.  The days 
of penance to be observed under 
obligations are Ash Wednesday 
and all Friday of the Lenten 
season.

3. Abstinence from meat is to 
be observed on all Fridays of 
Lent.  The law of abstinence and 

fast is to be observed on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday.

4. The law of abstinence forbids 
the consumption of meat.  The 
law of fasting permits only one 
full meal a day.

5. The law of abstinence binds 
those who have celebrated 
their 14th birthday.  The law of 
fasting binds those who have 
celebrated their 18th birthday 
and continues until they have 
celebrated their 59th birthday.

6. Pastors and parents should take 
particular care to educate the 
young to a true sense of penance 
and self-discipline.  More 
frequent use of the sacrament of 
Penance and attendance at daily 
Mass should be encouraged 
during Lent, as well as other 
practices of penance and self-
sacrifice.

7. The Fridays of the year outside 
Lent remain days of penance, 
but each individual may 

substitute traditional abstinence 
from meat with some other 
practice of voluntary self-denial 
or personal penance.  These 
works should be considered a 
minimal response to the Lord’s 
call to penance and conversion 
of life.

8. All priests and deacons are 
delegated to grant dispensations 
to individuals, families or 
groups from their parish and 
visiting their parish.

Lent 2019 Lent 2019
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LENTEN RECIPES
Does the idea of cooking for Lent make you think of the 4 basic 
Lenten food groups?  You know…
	Grilled cheese sandwiches and tomato soup
	Tuna anything
	Fish sticks
	Macaroni and cheese

Do you get tired of McDonald’s fish sandwiches?
By Palm Sunday, is the dog even refusing to eat leftover tuna casseroles?

Have you reached the point of thinking that fasting for the entire 40 
days is better than packing lunches?
Is the only help you are getting from the rest of the family are sug-
gestions of eating at Red Lobster?
Mary chose the better part of listening to Jesus, but Martha knew 
SOMEBODY had to cook supper! Maybe a couple of new recipes will 
add some variety to your Lenten cooking.

Symbols of Lent
Light:  Universal religious symbol 

which reminds us that Jesus is the light 
who shows us the way.

Butterfly:  Symbolizes new life and is 
commonly used to symbolize Easter.  Out 
of a dead-looking cocoon emerges a new 
creation, free and radiant.

Easter lily:  Symbolizes the Glory of 
the Risen Lord and the joy of the faithful 
who believe in God’s promise of new life.

Hot cross buns:  Yeast rolls are cooked 
and topped with icing in the shape of 
a Cross on top.  This is to remind us of 
Christ’s cross and the yeast in the rolls 
reminds us of new life.

Stations of the Cross:  Also known as 
The Way of the Cross, gives us a chance to 
think about the crucifixion of Jesus.  Each 
station helps us to think about the pain 
and suffering Jesus went through because 

God loves us.
Purple color:  Signifies suffering and 

sorrow; the suffering and sorrow that 
Christ endured for love of us.

Bare branch:  Symbolizes Jesus’ death 
on a wooden cross.  It also reminds us 
that out of seeming lifelessness comes 
new life, both in nature and in the 
Resurrection.

Water:  Symbolizes cleansing and life-
giving and is commonly associated with 
Baptism.

Palm branches:  Symbolizes Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  The 
branches remind us that there are both 
triumphs and defeats in our lives but that 
if we maintain our friendship with God, 
we will ultimately triumph.

Dogwood:  Although legend says it 
once had a large trunk and was the tree 

the Roman soldiers cut down to use for 
the cross, the dogwood is native to North 
America and did not exist in the middle 
east at the time of the Crucifixion of 
Jesus.  The flower is in the shape of a cross 
and the rust-colored spots on the petals 
are said to symbolize the blood of Jesus 
on the cross.

Easter egg:  It became a symbol of the 
rock tomb out which Jesus gloriously 
emerged to new life in the Resurrection.

Pretzels:  They were all shaped to 
resemble the person in prayer with arms 
folded across their heart.

Fish:  Was a secret sign for Christ’s 
followers who were forced to worship 
in the catacombs in Rome.  Now it is a 
symbol which stands for the Christian 
who has been brought to life in the waters 
of Baptism.

Grilled Salmon Burgers:
1 – 14.5 ounce or 2 7 oz. cans of 
salmon 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 ½ teaspoons Dijon-style mus-
tard 
¾ cup dry bread crumps 
½ cup sliced green onions 
3 egg white
Drain and flake salmon.  Combine 
with lemon juice and mustard.  
Blend flaked salmon with bread-
crumbs, green onions, and lemon 
juice-mustard mixture.  Mix in 
egg whites until well blended.  
Form mixture into 4 patties and 
grill on lightly oiled grill or sauté 
in skillet until golden brown on 
both sides.  Serve each burger on 
a bun with lettuce, tomato and 
condiments as desired.

Green Chili Corn Bake:

1 egg 
1-2 cups whole kernel corn, 
thawed or drained 
2 tablespoons yellow corn meal 
2 tablespoons salad oil or melted 
butter 
1 – 4 oz. can diced green chilies 
1/4/ teaspoon garlic powder 
sale & pepper as desired 
1 cup grated cheese
Mix all ingredients together 
and pour into a greased shallow 
baking dish (about 1 quart) (The 
deeper
 the pan the longer the baking 
time.)  Bake at 350 for 45-10 min-
utes (until set).  Can be topped 
with more cheese, return to oven 
until cheese melts.

Peanut Butter & Jelly 
French Toast:

12 slices of bread 
¾ cup peanut butter 
6 Tablespoons jelly or jam 
3 eggs 
¾ cup milk 
¼ teaspoon salt 
2 Tablespoons butter or marga-
rine
Spread peanut butter on six slices 
of bread; spread jelly on other 
six slices of bread.  Put one slice 
of each together to form sand-
wiches.
In mixing bowl, lightly beat eggs; 
add milk, salt and mix together.  
Melt butter in large skillet over 
medium heat.  Dip sandwiches 
in egg mixture, coating well.  
Place in skillet, brown both sides.  
Serve immediately.

Broiled Tilapia with 
Lemon Caper Sauce:

1 – 1 ½ lbs. of tilapia 
2 Tbsp. Olive Oil 
½ cup Italian salad dressing 
2 Tbsp. capers 
1 tsp. parsley, chopped 
2 Tbsp. lemon juice
Place tilapia on broiler pan and 
brush with olive oil.  Broil fish un-
til thoroughly cooked.  While fish 
is cooking, mix Italian dressing, 
lemon juice, capers and parsley 
together to make caper sauce.  
Place fish on plates, drizzle each 
fish fillet with sauce and serve.

Reprint from St. Mary’Guild Lenten Recipes, 2002

Lent 2019 Lent 2019
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French Walking Retreat Comes to Wyoming
By Fr. Bill Hill, Pastor of Holy Spirit 
Catholic Community

I do plenty of strange things, 
like run 100 miles in the Bighorns, 
but July 2018 found me exploring 
new frontiers both physically and 
spiritually.  I donned a matching 
woolen tunic and set off with five 
French strangers for a “Goum,” 
walking 90 miles in eight days down 
county roads and cross country in 
the Laramie Peak area of Albany and 
Converse counties.  We slept under 
the stars, celebrated Mass daily, ate 
limited rations, spent an hour daily 
in quiet prayer, and tried to rely 
totally on God’s grace.

These treks have been occurring for 
almost 50 years in France, Morocco, 
Mexico, Israel, and many European 
countries.  Perhaps it is a bit of a rite 
of passage experience.  Certainly it is 

an experience of radical detachment- 
going into the desert with Christ, in 
a way utterly different from our daily 
life.  Maybe this desire to break out 
of the routine and create space for 
Christ to work in a new and powerful 
manner can help explain why young 
adults are drawn to it. And frankly, 
it worked for me.  These treks are 
designed to be difficult for most 
people but also within the capacities 
of most young adults, walking daily 
with minimal gear.

I most vividly experienced my 
dependence on God- abandoning 
myself to Christ- at the end of 
Day 5.  It had been a long day of 
walking and I was tired.  A powerful 
mountain thunderstorm blew up, 
forcing us to take cover under a 
small rock overhang as we ate our 
meager meal of a couple cups of 

white rice and beef bouillon.  As the 
rain dripped down my back from 
the rock above, I realized it was my 
39th birthday and I was miserable.  
After the rain cleared, we clambered 
from our shelter and were treated 
to a breathtaking double rainbow.  
Although my mood was still dark, I 
recognized that we had indeed been 
perfectly cared for by the providence 
of God.

Entering into this “other space” of 
a Goum made me truly appreciate 
the gift of dry space, the gift of the 
rainbow, the gift of hot food and 
the service of others.  I was opened 
to seeing the providence of God in 
the hospitality of strangers: random 
ranchers and strangers who gave 
directions, allowed access, and 
unexpectedly provided a cup of cold 
well water.  This experience of Goum 

forced me to see again my utter 
dependence on God, my fragility, 
and the care of God for us all.

We are currently planning 
another Goum trek for July 19-27, 
2019 in the Red Desert and South 
Pass areas of Wyoming.  If you are 
curious please contact me in Rock 
Springs at 307-362-2611 x 14 or 
bhill@theholyspiritparish.com or 
contact Mr Stéphane de St. Albin at 
sdesaintalbin@yahoo.com

Oh, and you’re certainly still 
puzzling on the mystery of the 
woolen Moroccan hiking tunics.  
Think of it as part team uniform 
and part religious habit.  A tangible 
reminder that, at least for this one 
week, we are in a different space, 
dedicated to God and each other, 
open to whatever experience may 
come.  See you in July.

Standing in front of a beautiful double rainbow after a rainstorm on 
Fr. Bill’s 39th birthday (far right)- notice how “over it” he is!

Goum trekkers celebrate daily Mass on the 
prairie as part of their daily ritual
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French Walking Retreat Comes to Wyoming
forced me to see again my utter 
dependence on God, my fragility, 
and the care of God for us all.

We are currently planning 
another Goum trek for July 19-27, 
2019 in the Red Desert and South 
Pass areas of Wyoming.  If you are 
curious please contact me in Rock 
Springs at 307-362-2611 x 14 or 
bhill@theholyspiritparish.com or 
contact Mr Stéphane de St. Albin at 
sdesaintalbin@yahoo.com

Oh, and you’re certainly still 
puzzling on the mystery of the 
woolen Moroccan hiking tunics.  
Think of it as part team uniform 
and part religious habit.  A tangible 
reminder that, at least for this one 
week, we are in a different space, 
dedicated to God and each other, 
open to whatever experience may 
come.  See you in July.

National Council of Catholic 
Women Board Meeting
By: Angie Milatzo, Denver Province Director

I attended the National Council of Catholic Women 
(NCCW) Board Meeting in Washington, DC, January 17-
20. We began with Mass at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on Thursday.  On 
Friday, January 18, about 50 ladies joined the March for Life 
representing the NCCW.  It was amazing to be part of the 
march which was attended by about 700,000 people from all 
over the United States.

Our Service-Leadership and Spirituality Committees worked 
on different ways we can be helpful to all women. We should 
concentrate on Laudato si (Pope Francis’ encyclical subtitled, 
On care for our common home) and ways to preserve our 
environment. Other issues addressed were suicide prevention 
and human trafficking.

Please consider a membership to NCCW or become an 
individual member for $20.00.  Our next board meeting will 
be in June and more information will be available regarding 
resolutions and by-laws.

Angie Milatzo, second from right under sign, 
attended the March for Life in Washington DC while 
there for the NCCW Board Meeting.

National Council of Catholic Women National Convention
By: Angie Milatzo, Denver Province 
Director

More than 500 women and 42 
priests gathered together for the 98th 
Annual Convention of the National 
Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) 
held in Pittsburgh, PA from August 
29-September 1, 2018. The convention 
theme was, “NCCW Reflecting God’s 
Joy: Missionary Disciples-Mission 
Possible!”

The keynote speaker was The Most 
Reverend Frank Caggiano, Bishop 
of Bridgeport, who gave a powerful 
talk titled, Disciples Called to be 
Joyful Signs of Contradiction in the 
World. Other speakers included 
Holly Joy McIlwain who spoke on a 
Mission of Joy, Gina Loehr who titled 
her presentation Blessed is She Who 
Believed: Embracing the Impossible 
Mission, and Bob Rice who spoke and 
sang his presentation of Owed to Joy: 
Sharing the Gifts of Love.

NCCW Commission presentations 
showcased their work on human 
trafficking, new mini retreats, and a 
program that unites US Catholic school 
students with their counterparts in the 
Holy Land. The Education Committee 
guided attendees through the resource 
the committee prepared on Evangelii 
Gaudium, Pope Francis’ Joy of the 
Gospel encyclical reflecting the theme 
of the convention and the focus of the 
NCCW throughout the year.

During the convention, I was 
installed along with all the new 
Province Directors. Nina Romero-
Caron, past president of the WCCW 

(Wyoming CCW) was installed as the 
Province Director of Connecticut.

Daily liturgies were celebrated 
by the bishops in attendance and 
His Eminence Cardinal Daniel 
DiNardo, President of the USCCB and 
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 
presided at the closing Mass.

Please consider getting a 
membership to the NCCW to support 
the work of the parent organization 
of our women’s groups. NCCW was 
founded 98 years ago in 1920 by the 
US Catholic bishops to assist them 
in their work. We still support our 
bishops and priests in many ways, and 
they support us in the work we do for 
the women of our church. NCCW’s 
mission is to act through its members 
to support, empower and educate 
all Catholic women in spirituality, 
leadership and service. Its programs 
respond with Gospel values to the 
needs of the Church and society in the 
modern world.

Please pray three Hail Marys’ and the 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel for 
our bishops and priests. May Our Lady 
of Good Counsel intercede for us and 
for our church that we reflect the light 
of goodness, forgiveness and peace.

The 2019 National Council of 
Catholic Women will be held August 
21-24, 2019 in Atlanta, GA. The 
keynote speaker will be Mother 
Dolores Hart, OSB, former actress 
turned Benedictine nun who co-
starred in movies with Elvis Presley, 
Marlon Brando, and more.

Angie Milatzo, incoming Denver 
Province Director, with outgoing 
Denver Province Director, Rose 
Guerrero.

This photo of women from the 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (now the Wyoming Council 
of Catholic Women) appeared in 
the May 23, 1969 edition of the 
Wyoming Catholic Register.  Do you 
recognize anyone?

50 Years Ago...

Angie Milatzo with Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, USCCB President
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Giving Thanks at St. Margaret’s School
By: Father Robert Rodgers, Parochial 
Vicar

Catholic Schools Week (1/27/19 – 
2/3/19) was a wonderful opportunity 
for us at St. Margaret’s School in 
Riverton to give thanks to God for the 
blessings He has bestowed upon us.

Beginning last December, Nick 
Schafer (“Mr. Nick”) took over as 
principal. He has a ton of experience 
in school leadership, having served 
as principal and superintendent for 
several schools in Colorado and 
Nebraska before retiring to little 
Pavillion, WY a couple years ago. 
We’re so grateful for the expertise, 
enthusiasm, and love for kids and 
education that Nick brings to our 
school.

We priests love to be involved in 
St. Margaret’s School whenever we 
can. Fr. Louis (along with his two 

little dogs – Buddy and Keyla) is the 
favorite ref for kickball at recess. We 
also teach religion, lead morning 
prayer, and, of course, celebrate 
weekly Mass for the students.

We are blessed with a wonderful, 
dedicated teaching staff at St. 
Margaret’s. They put so much time 
and love into what they do and 
model the love of Christ for the 
children.

Our students enjoyed a fun and 
inspiring Catholic Schools Week 
this year. They and their parents 
expressed some great creativity in 
the various fun themes each day of 
the week (for example, crazy day 
and cowboy day)! The school kids 
served and sang at Sunday Mass 
and handed out rosary rings to the 
parishioners afterwards.

As the children of our parish 

community continue to grow in faith 
and love of Jesus, we give thanks to 
God for our wonderful Catholic 
school!

Catholic Schools Week at St. John Paul II
By: Vanessa Gemar, Principal

We began Catholic Schools week with the living 
rosary. All students gathered in the gym and we 
prayed the rosary together. Throughout the week, 
we had a variety of activities to celebrate the 
staff, students, parents, and community. Students 
delivered baked goods to different organizations 
in the community such as the Campbell County 
Memorial Hospital, Head Start, CASA, and 
various other businesses. The third, fourth, and 
fifth graders completed a Noah’s Ark Escape 
Room in small groups throughout the Wednesday 
and Thursday. The middle school students 
auditioned, practiced, and performed a Radio 
Show Performance called “RIP” for the students 

and parents on Friday. The middle school students 
also presented their Community Service Projects 
at the Open House on Thursday. The Community 
Service Projects were an extensive learning 
opportunity for the middle school students.

Their hope in the project was to give back 
to the community through connecting their 
passions with a need in the community. Some of 
the projects included: volunteering with elderly, 
gardening, providing socks for the homeless, a 
rosary club, lego building club, providing food 
and shelter for homeless cats, discounted daycare 
for single parents, and picking up garbage with a 
specially designed bicycle. Catholic Schools Week 
was a wonderful celebration of our school.

Schools Schools

Mr. Nick Schafer, new principal at St. 
Margaret’s School

Schoolchildren practice singing a song at St. Margaret’s church

Levi Schmidt (7th grade) presenting his Community 
Service Project

Dakstyn Yarber poses with her face 
painted at the school carnival
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Celebrating Catholic Schools in Casper
By: Cyndy Novotny, Principal

2019 Catholic Schools Week at 
St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic 
School was anything but a typical 
school week. This year we kicked off 
CWS with an all-school assembly 
that included games, music and 
celebration. On Sunday, students 
were invited to wear their uniforms 
to church and be identified. Students 
shared their musical talent by singing 
at a mass at St. Patrick’s Church and 
Our Lady of Fatima. A short video 
was shared at the churches giving a 
snapshot of SAS showing academics, 
service, and living the faith.

On Monday, we kicked off our 
service project of collecting close to 
450 cereal boxes for the Wyoming 
Food for Thought Project. Food for 
Thought supports our underserved 
children in Natrona County by 
helping them have food available 
during weekends and school breaks. 
Students also participated in a Spell-
a-thon and raised close to $15,000 
for tuition assistance for our school.

On Tuesday, teachers and staff 
served students dessert during 
lunch. Desserts were provided by our 
Archangel families. Students also 
dressed up as what they wanted to 

be in their future careers. If you can 
imagine a career, it was represented 
by our students. On Wednesday, 
our Archangels celebrated their 
patriotism by dressing in a red, white 
or blue shirt and then created a giant 
American flag. Our Middle and 
High School students participated 
in a day of service. Teams were sent 
out to the Rescued Treasures, Jason’s 
Friends, and St. Anthony’s Church 
to clean and stuff envelopes for these 
great organizations in Casper.

Thursday was a special day for 
Archangels as we celebrated Mass 
with Bishop Steven Biegler. Our 

students were enamored with his 
vestments as he proceeded in with 
his crosier and miter.  After Mass, we 
celebrated with a cookie reception. 
Later in the afternoon, our students 
Skyped with the Sisters of St. Cecelia 
in Nashville and conversed with 
them about vocations.

On Friday, Archangel parents 
treated our teachers and staff to a 
delicious lunch in appreciation for 
all their hard work.  Middle and 
high school students spent time at 
the David Street Station to ice skate 
outside and celebrate the conclusion 
of Catholic Schools Week 2019.

Schools Schools

1. Bishop Steven greets Ryan Gredvig after Mass
2. Middle & high school students enjoy skating at David Street Station
3. Monica Krueger, Sena Curry and Britton Butler perform service work at St. Anthony’s church
4. Students visit with Sr. Anna Maria Schreyer of the Sisters of St. Cecelia via Skype
5. St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish School student body and staff

1 2 3

54
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Schools

Holy Name Catholic School: Christ Calls Us to Faith, Knowledge and Service
By: Mary Legler, Principal

Catholic Schools Week is a special 
celebration where we can show the 
community a “snapshot” of what 
living and learning in the image of 
Christ looks like in our Catholic 
school.  Truly, it is an opportunity 
to highlight the profound impact 
that Catholic education has on local 
communities as well as throughout 
the world.  It is a time to truly give 
thanks and praise to God for the 
resources entrusted to our care for the 
building up of the kingdom of God.

Holy Name Catholic School’s 
celebration began, continued and 
ended with student-led Masses on 
Sunday, January 27, Wednesday, 
January 30 and February 1.  The 
Knights of Columbus served 
breakfast for the community and 
raised $1,000.00 for the school.  This 
money will be used help offset lunch 
bills for families who are struggling.

Monday morning began with our 
staff leading the entire school, Pre-k 
through 8th grade, in the Angelus.

Tuesday afternoon, students created 
Valentines in their Family Groups for 
residents in the local nursing home.  
The first and second graders will 
attend to their monthly Mass at the 
Green House for Senior Living and 
deliver these special Valentines. This, 
I am sure, will be a highlight for both 
the residents and children.

Wednesday was a busy day! We 
had the honor of having Most 
Reverend Steven Biegler, DD, STL 
celebrating school Mass. The pews 

were filled for this joy-filled event.   
This day we also had 20 extra 
students for “bring a friend day.”  
They were able to see what makes 
Holy Name so special. In addition, 
Wednesday was the appreciation 
luncheon for friends and families 
of Holy Name Catholic School in 
the school cafeteria.  Our cafeteria 
was jam-packed full of parents, 
grandparents, alumni, and special 
supporters. Our awesome cook, Mrs. 
Flint, made turkey, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, and homemade rolls.  It 
was a wonderfully busy day!

On Thursday morning, Mrs. Julie 
Garber took her 5th -8th Religion 
classes for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Father Clark Lenz led 
the group in the honored tradition 
of Eucharistic Adoration.  It was 
humbling to see students opening 
their hearts to Jesus, drawing closer 
to our Lord through prayerful 
reflection in hope that this will 
be a continual habit of comfort 
throughout their lives.

Thursday night we had a boys’ 
basketball game on our home court 
where we cheered on a victory 
against a local competitor. Holy 
Name has a history of outstanding 
athletic programs. These kids are 
fun to watch!

Friday, we prayed the Divine Mercy 
chaplet and then everyone went 
to the 8:20 Mass.  This particular 
Friday we celebrated the upper 
school honor roll and classroom 
awards. Ninety-six percent of our 

students earned a 3.0 or better on 
their grade point average and earned 
a place on the honor roll!  This is a 
quite an accomplishment because 
Holy Name Catholic School uses an 
accelerated grade point scale.  I think 
this group has taken the challenge 
for 100% of their classmates to be on 
the honor roll!

Recently, Holy Name Catholic 
School second graders made their 
first reconciliation and moved one-
step closer in their journey of faith 
to the Eucharist.  In addition, we 
had a canned food drive for the local 
homeless shelter and some students 
made heating pads to donate.  The 
corporal works of mercy are very 
important to us especially as Christ 
asks us to serve others.

We topped off this exceptional 
week by treating the students with a 
movie at the local theater.

This week reminded the Holy Name 
Catholic School family about the 

uniqueness of Catholic education 
with the foundation elements of faith, 
knowledge, and service. These are just 
three of the key components of our 
Catholic school, giving us a chance to 
recall why we choose to educate our 
children as a Catholic Community.

Catholic Schools Week in Rock Springs
By: Linda Marcos, Principal

Holy Spirit Catholic School was 
excited to participate in Catholic 
Schools Week 2019 to celebrate 
Catholic education across our 
nation. Families gathered together 
with our parish community to 
be the active participants in our 
opening liturgy for CSW on Sunday, 
January 27. Father Bill Hill, our 
new Superintendent, welcomed 
everyone to our celebration 
expressing the value HSCS has 
provided our families since 1951.

We continued the observance 
of Catholic Schools Week with a 
variety of activities. Centenarians 

were on campus as we celebrated 
100 days of learning. An afternoon 
of bowling, a delicious breakfast 
provided by our fantastic Home and 
School Association, and evening 
Science Fair, creating valentine door 
decoration for our local assisted 
living facility and ‘Tipping our Hats’ 
to our teachers and staff to say thank 
you for a job well done rounded out 
a wonderful week for all!

We feel blessed to have benefactors, 
administrators, faculty, staff 
volunteers and families dedicated to 
the value of Catholic education in 
our nation and community!

Holy Name students bring up gifts 
during a school Mass

1. Every mission is possible with faith, knowledge and service.
2. Fr. Bill Hill with Science Award winners
3. HSCS Students serve at Mass

Bishop Steven visited Holy Name 
School

1

2 3



Page 15March 2019 WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER

Finding Peace and Catholicism
by: Reverend Drew Duncan

In 1973, eight college baseball 
teams qualified to be in Omaha, 
Nebraska, for the College World 
Series.   On one of those teams, 
Penn State, was a young man who 
would find himself forty years 
later at the Wyoming Medium 
Correctional Institution.

When he was still a boy, Charles 
Robbins discovered he had a 
talent.  Every day he would prop 
up hay bales in his barn and throw 
a hundred pitches each with his 
right and left hands. His father, 
when he saw that his pitches were 
getting too fast even for the hay 
bales, built a proper backstop.  
Charles was eventually recruited 
by Penn State and brought that 
team to the Elite Eight of college 
baseball.   His future wife was 
in the stands as he pitched 
games against Arizona State and 
Oklahoma.   

Because he was the rare 
commodity of a ‘switch’ pitcher, 
he was drafted by the Pittsburgh 
Pirates and sent to their farm 
team for training.  After just six 
games, Charles was hit by a line 
drive off the bat of Gary Carter 
(whose later heroics earned him a 
Hall of Fame place). His arm was 
shattered and so was his up-and-
coming baseball career.  

Just a few days after getting out 
of the hospital, on July 4 of 1976, 
Charles went to an American 
Bicentennial service at Jerry 
Falwell’s Lynchburg College (later 
named Liberty College). Inspired 
by the sacrifices celebrated there, 
he enlisted in the military. He 
also married the girl in the stands 
who watched his college baseball 
games and became his biggest fan, 
Susan.

Together he and Susan served in 
the military for the next 30 years, 
and together they enjoyed a very 
active and happy life. In 2006, 
Susan died after a battle with 
cancer and her loss was greatly 
felt by her surviving husband.  
The couple had no children and 
Charles found himself alone 
without his lifelong partner.  

In attempting to cope with his 
grief and loneliness, Charles fell 
prey to an alcohol addiction that 
eventually spiraled into behavior 
that brought him to the Wyoming 

Medium Correctional Institution 
in Torrington.  His lifelong 
relationship with the Baptist 
Church gave him an openness to 
the St. Rose prison ministers. He 
began attending Thursday evening 
Mass and faith sharing groups.   

When Charles was himself 
diagnosed with lung cancer at the 
prison, his faith and his witness 
were an inspiration to every one 
of the 18 men at our Thursday 
evening Mass and rosary. The 
medical services inside the prison 
can be very limited, but his 
patience and courage buoyed the 
whole group. We were very happy 
to learn that because of his merits 
at the prison, he would be granted 
an early medical parole to seek the 
cancer treatment he needed from 
the Veteran’s Administration.  

Coincidentally, or more likely 
providentially, he was released 
from Wyoming Department of 
Corrections to the Samaritan 
House Catholic homeless shelter. 
Staying in touch with the St. Rose 
prison ministers, he was able to 
reach out to the parish of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel in Denver 
to find better housing during his 
chemotherapy.  When one of the 
parishioners from Mount Carmel 
called St. Rose to background 
check for a potential apartment, 
they learned that he had been in 
prison.  The parishioner said, “My 
wife and I were both released from 
prison 10 years ago, we are on our 
way to pick him up.”   

Charles is currently transitioning 
into a more permanent living 
situation with Brian O’Connell, 
a Benedictine Oblate from Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel. He continues 
to undergo chemotherapy and has 
met with the Pastor of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel to begin the 
period of Inquiry that marks the 
beginning of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (RCIA). His 
story continues to be a source of 
inspiration for all of us at St. Rose 
and at the men’s prison.  

Editor’s note: If you would like 
to send a note or card to Mr. 
Robbins as he continues to undergo 
cancer treatment and discern his 
commitment to the Catholic faith, 
please send c/o the Chancery at PO 
Box 1468, Cheyenne, WY, 82003.  
We will happily forward the mail 
to him in Denver.

 

 10 Days / 8 Nights        September 26 - October 5, 2020 
 

 

The Diocese of Cheyenne Presents: 
 

A Pilgrimage to the Oberammergau Passion Play 
 

Including Germany, Switzerland & Liechtenstein! 
 

 

Hosted by: 
 

    The Most Rev. Steven Biegler, DD, STL  
Spiritual Director 

 
Fr. Thomas Cronkleton, Jr. 

Pilgrimage Host 
 

Tour Price from Denver: $4,558 

Diocesan Pilgrimage Fee: $180 
 

Register TODAY! https://bit.ly/2NUuvIT 

 

Charles Robbins, middle, pictured with Brian & Crystal O’Connell of the 
Benedict Abbey Prison Oblates
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St. Patrick’s Day Celebrated on March 17

Catholic Rural Life Receives 5-Year Grant to Support Pastors in Rural Communities
Contact:  Ms. Annie Huntington 
annie@catholicrurallife.org

Catholic Rural Life has received a 
$ 1 million grant to help establish its 
Thriving in Rural Ministry program. 
This grant is part of Lilly Endowment 
Inc.’s Thriving in Ministry, an 
initiative that supports religious 
organizations across the nation as 
they create programs that help pastors 
build relationships with experienced 
clergy mentors and guide them 
through key leadership challenges in 
congregational ministry.

Lilly Endowment is giving nearly 
$70 million in grants through the 
Thriving in Ministry initiative.

Catholic Rural Life (CRL) seeks 
to create a program that will serve 
pastors of rural communities 
by offering retreats for them to 
come together and learn from one 
another, to deepen relationships 
and to build fraternal communities 
that go beyond the retreats. CRL 
will use the five-year grant to create 
a network of pastors serving rural 
communities who can encourage, 
sharpen and help one another.

For more than 95 years CRL has 

been serving rural communities 
throughout the country through 
various programs. Currently, many 
pastors serving in rural communities 
are responsible for multiple parishes 
that are separated by long distances. 
This is a dynamic that is challenging 
for these priests.

“Many pastors have told us of 
their feelings of isolation and need 
for fellowship with peers and wise 
mentors. CRL’s new program will 
help pastors overcome some of 
the unique challenges in pastoral 
ministry they face, while also creating 
ongoing fraternity and fellowship,” 
says James Ennis, Executive Director 
of CRL. “We work with many priests 
who are doing outstanding work in 
rural ministry, and we want to be 
able to share those models of best 
practice with other pastors around 
the country.”

Catholic Rural Life is one of the 
78 organizations from 29 states that 
are taking part in the initiative. All 
the organizations reflect diverse 
Christian traditions: mainline and 
evangelical Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox.

Thriving in Ministry is part of 

Lilly Endowment’s grantmaking 
to strengthen pastoral leadership 
in Christian congregations in 
the United States. This has been 
a grantmaking priority at Lilly 
Endowment for nearly 25 years.

“Leading a congregation today 
is multi-faceted and exceptionally 
demanding,” said Christopher L. 
Coble, Lilly Endowment’s vice 
president for religion. “When 
pastors have opportunities to build 
meaningful relationships with 
experienced colleagues, they are 
able to negotiate the challenges 
of ministry and their leadership 
thrives. These promising programs, 
including Catholic Rural Life’s 
Thriving in Rural Ministry program, 
will help pastors develop these kinds 
of relationships, especially when 
they are in the midst of significant 
professional transitions.”

Lilly Endowment Inc. is an 
Indianapolis-based private 
philanthropic foundation created in 
1937 by three members of the Lilly 
family - J.K. Lilly Sr. and sons Eli 
and J.K. Jr. - through gifts of stock 
in their pharmaceutical business, Eli 
Lilly & Company. While those gifts 

remain the financial bedrock of the 
Endowment, the Endowment is a 
separate entity from the company, 
with a distinct governing board, 
staff and location. In keeping 
with the founders’ wishes, the 
Endowment supports the causes of 
community development, education 
and religion. The Endowment 
maintains a special commitment 
to its hometown, Indianapolis, 
and its home state Indiana. Its 
grantmaking in religion focuses on 
supporting efforts to strengthen the 
leadership and vitality of Christian 
congregations throughout the 
country and to increase the public’s 
understanding of the role of religion 
in public life.

By: WCR Staff
The patron of Ireland, this bishop was born in Roman 

Britain, kidnapped at 16 by Irish raiders and sold into 
slavery in Ireland. He was a lonely shepherd for six 
years before escaping and returning home. But his 
dream of converting the Irish pagans propelled him to 
priestly studies in Gaul (now France), and about 432 
Pope Celestine I consecrated him bishop and sent him 
to Ireland. For nearly 30 years he preached tirelessly, 
made countless converts, founded monasteries and 
established the primatial see at Armagh. Toward the end 
of his life he made a 40-day retreat in Mayo that gave 
rise to the famous ongoing Croagh Patrick pilgrimages.1

Although stories of him driving snakes from the 
island are legend, St. Patrick is most revered not for 
what he drove away from Ireland, but what brought and 
the foundation he built for the generations of Christians 
who followed him. He was not the first missionary 
to the country, but he is widely regarded as the most 
successful. The life of sacrifice, prayer and fasting has 
laid the foundation for the many saints that the small 
island was home to following his missionary work.

To this day, he continues to be revered as one of the 
most beloved saints of Ireland.2

1 Catholic News Service. Patron Saints. Retrieved 
from https://www.catholicnews.com/patron-saints.cfm

2 Catholic News Agency. St. Patrick of Ireland. 
Retrieved from https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
saint/st-patrick-of-ireland-180


